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	ABSTRACT TITLE: Aspects of women`s health before and after a sexual assault.
	ABSTRACT AUTHORS AND AFFILIATIONS: Mie-Louise Larsen, Centre for Victims of Sexual Assault, Rigshospitalet, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. Malene Hilden, Centre for Victims of Sexual Assault, Rigshospitalet, University of Copenhagen and Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Rigshospitalet, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. Øjvind Lidegaard, Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Rigshospitalet, University of Copenhagen, Denmark.
	ABSTRACT TEXT: Introduction.  Sexual assault is a public health issue with many potential short- and long-term consequences for the victims. We aimed to investigate the pre and post-assault morbidity in female victims of sexual assault. Materials and Methods. We included 2501 women who attended the Centre for Victims of Sexual Assault in Copenhagen, and 10004 control-women without a known assault experience. Diagnoses were retrieved from the National Health Registry and number of visits to general practitioners from the Danish Health Insurance Registry. Data were assessed during a five-year period before and after the assault. Sensitivity analysis was performed for previous sexual victimization.Results. The relative risk of having one or more psychiatric diagnoses was 5.7 (95 % CI 5.1-6.4) for exposed versus non-exposed women before the assault and 5.6 (5.1-6.1) after the assault.  For some specific somatic disorders the risk estimates before and after the assault were: disease of digestive system: 2.7 (2.4-3.2) and 2.6 (2.3-2.4); epilepsy: 2.9 (2.2-3.8) and 4.1 (3.0-5.6); disease of the liver: 3.5 (1.9-6.3) and 7.0 (4.4-11.1). The relative risk of laparoscopic surgery was 1.5 (0.9-2.5) before and 3.4 (2.3-5.0) after the assault. The number of visits to a general practitioner was also significantly higher for exposed women both before and after the assault. Complications associated with childbirth were not statistically different between the two groups. Conclusions. Our results suggest increased psychiatric and somatic morbidity in women seen at a sexual assault center before as well as after the assault compared to controls.


